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SURVIVING IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Our lives are lived at an increasingly accelerating pace. It takes all the running you can do to keep in the same place. If you want to get somewhere else, you must run at least twice as fast as that. We live in a world where norms are constantly unravelling around the edges. At the intersection of disruption and unpredictability will emerge a new model for higher education.
We are living dangerously by virtue of being ordinary people in an increasingly extraordinary world. But how does this mesh with our lives as teachers of English?  The pressures we experience in our everyday existence are compounded by those we encounter in our professional lives.

It is teachers who bear these pressures, with the constant worry about future job security at the back of their minds. Teachers are under pressure to provide the most efficient service, in the quickest possible time, at the lowest cost. They are managed, measured and evaluated as never before. This is not necessarily a negative development, but very often it has negative effects on the lives of teachers and on the quality of their teaching. Furthermore, in many cases it results in time being spent on documentation and evaluation which would be better spent on preparation, teaching and student care.

	TEN QUALITIES OF SURVIVORS 

	Survivor teachers will be:

	1 Competent in their profession and confident.

	2 Curious - intellectually, emotionally, in relationships.

	3 Choosy in their ability to handle and screen out large amounts of information. 

	4 Concerned about their learners, about the state of the world.

	5 Centered – calm in turmoil, concentrated when surrounded by distractions.

	6 Concrete – able to find pragmatic solutions for complex real-world problems.

	7 Committed to the worth of what they are doing, to their students.

	8 Courageous in the face of pressures, failure, feelings of helplessness.

	9 Critical – constantly questioning, resistant to pressure.

	10 Capable of finding their own further ways of surviving.


Teachers need to realise how much influence we have with our students. Students do not just learn the subject matter we teach them; they learn their teachers. Teacher attitude, more than mere technical expertise, is what they will recall when they leave us. Perhaps the greatest of all pedagogical fallacies is the notion that a person learns only what he (she) is studying at the time. Collateral learning in the way of formation of enduring attitudes may be, and often is, more important than the lesson in geography or history. For these attitudes are fundamentally what count in the future. So we do in fact, wield enormous power; it is for us to decide how (or whether) we will use it.
The critical stance described above is something we can pass on to our students. By the choice of themes and texts and the way we handle them, the questions we ask about them, the tasks we set using them, we will be helping our students to develop their own critical faculties.

There are 5 residuals that will remain after COVID-19 is no longer a major threat to human life and an economic and education discruptor:

· diversifying supply away from China;

· a wide role for online learning;

· embracing online recruiment methods;

· rise of teleconferencing;

· more will study closer to home.
